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Title: God’s Regenerating Grace (DDS-19)

Purpose: To instruct the people about God’s regenerating grace and its practical implications.

Introduction

In our studies of biblical doctrines, we have been considering the Puritan distinctives. And presently we are considering the Puritan distinctive of Experiential Christianity. The last time we consider the experiential blessing of God’s call. Now we will consider the experiential blessing of regeneration. 

II. REGENERATION
· No passage in Scriptures is more comprehensive in dealing with this subject of the New Birth or regeneration than the John 3 passage. Therefore, that passage will set the basic format of our study. John 2:23-3:21 (READ).
A. The Necessity of the New Birth

1. Three times the Lord Jesus emphasized to Nicodemus the absolute necessity of the new birth. John 3: 3, 5, 6 (READ).
2. And what makes the Lord’s insistence of the necessity of the new birth will even be more clearly brought out if we remember who Nicodemus was.

a. If there was anyone who was a more-fit candidate for heaven, it would be Nicodemus. For who was Nicodemus?

· As to his descent, he was a Jew. He was a physical descendant of Abraham and he was part of the chosen nation under the OC. 

· Moreover, as to his religious background and affiliation, Nicodemus was a Pharisee - John 3:1 (READ). And the Pharisees were very religious people. As Paul puts it in Acts 26:5, “ I lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion.” They fasted twice a week (Lk 18:12); they gave 10 percent to the temple of all that they get, even the little herb that grow in their backyard (Mt 23:23); they were very strict and scrupulous in their Sabbath observance to a point of being ridiculous; they were also very zealous in mission work that they would make dangerous journeys of land and sea just to make one “convert” (Mt 23:15).  

· In addition, as to his social standing, he was ruler of the Jews - John 3:1 (READ). And this title could refer to the Jewish Sanhedrin, a council composed of seventy of the most respected men in Israel which had supreme judicial and administrative jurisdiction of Israel’s affairs. IOW, Nicodemus was more of like a member of our Supreme Court. He was highly respected in Israel. He was not a misfit and his name was untarnished with scandal. 

· Furthermore, still regarding his social and religious standing, he was “the teacher of Israel” - John 3:10 (READ). Nicodemus was a religious scholar. He could be compared today to someone who had a doctorate degree of divinity. Many must have sat at his feet to learn from him about religious issues and concerns that shaped the Jewish nation. 

· And finally, as to his view of the Lord Jesus, he was, at the surface, not entirely opposed to Him - John 2:23-3:2 (READ). Because of the miracles that Jesus performed, Nicodemus, just like many others, did acknowledge that God must have sent Jesus. Unlike some, he did not regard Jesus as one sent by the devil to led people astray, but as one sent by God Himself.

b. But to this man, the Lord insisted that he must be born again or born from above. Without this new birth, he will never see or enter the kingdom of God. And if this is true of Nicodemus, this is true of every single one of us. 

3. And why is this new birth necessary? Why must you be born again if ever you are to see and enter the kingdom of God?  John 3:6-7 (READ). Sinful human nature can only produce sinful human nature and that’s why the new birth is absolutely necessary. Let me explain this a little further.

a. For a person to see and enter the kingdom of God, He must come to Christ in repentance and faith. John 14:6: “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” 

b. But what is the condition of man in the state of sin?  Hostility towards Christ.

· John 3:19-21 (READ). As a fallen creature, we love darkness and hate the light and we will never come to the light for fear that our sinful deeds will be exposed. Thus when the Lord Jesus came into the world, what did people do to Him?  They crucified Him. Rom 8:9: “because the mind of the set is hostile towards God”.  

·  And today, sinful human nature is still the same. Oh people love a “Jesus” that has been created by man’s own imagination, but not the real Jesus of the Bible. People love the “Jesus” on their altars, the “Jesus” of the liberals stripped of His claims and of His miracles; but not the real Jesus - the incarnate God nor His teachings given in the Bible. Man love darkness rather than the light.

c. Thus without the new birth, without the grace of regeneration, no one will and no one can come to Christ in true faith and repentance; and therefore, it follows that  no one can  see and enter the kingdom of God.  And this is something the Lord confirms in John 6:44: “ No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.” So you see, the new birth is absolutely necessary. God’s special call through the gospel must embody in it the grace necessary to make a sinner willing to come to Christ in repentance and faith, or the sinner will never come. And that grace is God’s regenerating grace or the new birth.
B. Some Notable Features of the New Birth

1. The Agent of the New Birth – the Holy Spirit

a. John 3:5,6,8 (READ). 
b.  So clearly emphasized here is that the agent of this new birth is the Holy Spirit. 

2. The Two-fold Nature of the New Birth

a. The Lord calls this new birth as a birth of water and of the Spirit - John 3:5 (READ).
b. Now some suggest that being born of water here refers to the water baptism. But there are no compelling reasons why we should import water baptism into the passage. But since the Lord Jesus is talking to Nicodemus, a man who is “the teacher of Israel”, a man well verse with the OT Scriptures, we are to find the meaning of the words of the Lord in terms of what water signify in the OT. 

c. And what does water signify in the OT? It signifies purification. Ezk 36:25-27 (READ).
d. Therefore, to be born of water and of the Spirit indicates the two-fold nature of the new birth. It indicates that it both purifies and well as vivifies the soul. This is the two-fold nature of the new birth.

3. The Mysterious Nature of the New Birth - John 3:8 (READ).

a.
There is something very mysterious about the wind. You can’t see it nor do you know exactly how it moves.  And if you never have tried it, try chasing the wind. It is impossible to do it.  However, although you do not know exactly how the wind moves, you know its there because of the sound it makes.
b.
And according to our Lord, so is everyone born of the Spirit. There is something very mysterious about it. You don’t know exactly how it happened and, at times even when it happened. However, you know that a person has been born anew because of the effects that new birth will have on the person. 

4.
The Effects of the New Birth
a.
John 3:19-21 (READ). The fact that a person practices the truth and comes to the light indicates that His deeds are those which have been wrought in or by God. You know that a person has been born again because He comes to Christ in true repentance and faith.
b.
And latter in John’s Epistle, he has more to say about the effects of the new birth. 1Jn 3:9; 1John 5:1; 1John 5:4 (READ).
5.
The Instrument of the New Birth.

a. And the instrument is only suggested in the John 3 passage but is explicitly stated in other portions of God’s word.

b. And what is the instrument of the New Birth? The gospel.

· 1Pet 1:23,25b; Jms 1:18 (READ). 
· Thus in the John 3 passage, we find the Lord preaching to Nicodemus the gospel. He says particularly to Nicodemus in John 3:14: “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; so that whoever beliefs in Him has eternal life.” And there you have the gospel in the capsule, the gospel which is the instrument of the new birth.

c. And this is important to emphasize because many today believe that if only there will be a re-enactment of apostolic miracles, many will be saved.

·  But no. Many Jews, including Nicodemus, had some surface belief in Christ, but they still were strangers of the New birth, and therefore, they cannot see and enter the kingdom of God.

· What we need today is the authoritative preaching of the God’s words accompanied by the regenerating power of the Spirit, and then many will be truly saved.
C. Conclusion Thoughts

1. Do you believe in what the Bible teaches about the new birth? Have you yourself experience it? And if you say you have, do you see the fruits of it in your own life?  These are questions that you must seriously ponder upon because with the new birth, you cannot see or enter the kingdom of God.

2. And to you, who can say that in the light of God’s word you have really been born anew, be untiring in sharing and proclaiming God’s word. For the word of God is instrument of the new birth. It is through the instrumentality of it that sinners are born anew.

